
INDEPENDENT SCIENCE RESEARCH - SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 
 

 
Part 1: Write four Summaries for Primary Research Articles 

Find 4 primary research articles of your choice. I’ve attached some suggestions for 

where to start looking. If you use Science News for Students, you must cite and review 

both the Primary  article and the article on Science News for Students. Look at the 

bottom of the news article for the reference to the primary article. 

https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/ 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/ 

https://scholar.google.com/ 

1. Write a summary for each article. Each summary should be about a page long. 

More importantly it should be thought out and well written. Each summary 

should include at least a paragraph for each section below. Be sure to use 

APA format to cite each article. 

• General overview – If I have to explain what a general overview is, 

you’re overthinking it. “Who, what, where, when, why.” “How” is for the 

next section. 

Scientific Validity – The “How.” Describe the methods. Is the paper 

written in such a way that the general audience can understand it? Are 

the methods appropriate to answer or solve the problem? Look for any 

bias, irregularities, or circumstances that would have led to better 

results. Perhaps a constant that could have been more… constant. =) 

•  Argument – Does the conclusion state claims? Is each claim 

supported by evidence and a scientific explanation? How would you 

amend the experiment for further exploration? 

Part 2: Article Presentation 

 
1. Choose one of your articles and make a presentation. You will pretend to be 

the scientist and present the article as if it was your own work. 

2. The presentation should be 3-5 mins long. Other students are expected to ask 

thoughtful questions at the end. 

3. Make it visually appealing/interesting! DO NOT put your monologue in text 

on each slide, only key points. Use slides to highlight what you’re describing. 

Pictures, graphs, etc. 

http://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/
https://scholar.google.com/

